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SUPPORT PUBLIC BROADCASTING




  SOS: SUPPORT PUBLIC BROADCASTING AND RIGHT 2 KNOW COALITIONS

Script for community broadcasters

Introduction (To be read out by talk show host)
Hello everyone. There is something important we want to share with you today about media in South Africa. Everyone has been talking about the Protection of State Information Bill - or Secrecy Bill. We hope you have heard about it. People are worried that it may stop you and your family getting important government information. Also, people have been talking about possible restrictions to newspapers and magazines through a Media Appeals Tribunal. This is potentially gloomy news for the free flow of information and ideas in our country.

However, today we have got some good news on the media front – the Minister of Communications, Mr. Roy Padayachie has announced that the Department of Communications will be looking at all the policy, laws and regulations in our country concerned with broadcasting. He is going to be looking at ways to strengthen the SABC, community and commercial broadcasters. As part of this he will be investigating what needs to be done to improve governance and funding in the sector.

Strengthening the laws that govern our broadcasters is an important task. It is through our broadcasters that we access the information, education and entertainment that we need as citizens. 

If our broadcasters - in particular the SABC and community stations - are not functioning effectively, then the country as a whole suffers. We need quality information to access all our rights as citizens including our right to vote and our rights to water, sanitation, housing, basic health care, education and so on. Also, we need to be informed about our obligations to our country in terms of voting, getting involved in our ward committees at local government level and so on.

The SOS: Support Public Broadcasting Coalition and the Right 2 Know Campaign are two civil society coalitions involved in media freedom and access to information issues. Both Coalitions have welcomed the policy review. 

SOS and R2K would like you and your community to get involved in this review process. You need to tell government what your vision is for the SABC and community broadcasters. You need to say what programming you would like and how you would like the SABC and community broadcasters to be funded and governed so that they can produce this quality programming. 

You can contribute to both of the Coalitions’ submissions and / or you can put in your own submission. It is totally up to you - but do get involved!

_________________________

Proposed questions and answers. (Talk show hosts to use the questions below as a guide for discussions with resource people.  Please refer to list of resource people in your pack.)
Who are the SOS and R2K Coalitions and why are they encouraging communities and individuals to get involved in the broadcasting policy review process?

The “SOS: Support Public Broadcasting” Coalition (SOS Coalition) is a membership-based coalition representing trade unions, independent film and TV production sector organisations, NGOs, CBOs and concerned individuals.
The SOS Coalition’s vision is to create an SABC and community radio system dedicated to the broadcasting of quality public programming that is educative, informative and entertaining and that is committed to the deepening of our Constitution particularly our Bill of Rights including socio-economic rights.

The Right2Know Campaign (R2K) is a nation-wide coalition of 20 000 individuals and 400 organisations committed to transparency and the free flow of information in South Africa. The Campaign has focused primarily on the problems of the Protection of State Information Bill – the “Secrecy Bill”- but has also looked at broader issues of media diversity as these are closely linked to the free flow of information in our society.

Both Coalitions have applauded the Minister of Communication’s announcement that he will be launching the broadcasting policy review process. Both Coalitions see this as an important opportunity to have an influence on the way our SABC and community radio and TV stations are governed and funded, their accountability to us as audiences and of course the quality and relevance of the programming they broadcast.

The Coalitions want to assist communities with documents and resource people to help them participate in the broadcasting review process. Individuals and communities can put in their submissions directly to the Department of Communications or they can ask SOS and R2K to assist. They can also help to shape the submissions that SOS and R2K will be drafting. Individuals and communities can decide what makes most sense for them.

You can access information on the broadcasting review on the SOS Coalition website on www.supportpublicbroadcasting.co.za or contact the coalition on kate.skinner@mweb.co.za or follow the coalition on twitter – sos_za.

You can access information on the R2K Coalition on:

www.r2k.org.za.

Do these coalitions have a view on what they want our new broadcasting laws to look like?

Yes! The SOS Coalition has been working on a vision document for public broadcasting for a number of years.  The vision document focuses largely on the SABC but also includes sections on the community media sector. In its vision document the Coalition has looked at issues of funding, governance and programming.  (Talk show hosts can refer to SOS’s draft pamphlet included in the pack for further details.) R2K has been working closely with the SOS Coalition and has made a number of inputs as regard this vision. The SOS vision document can be accessed on the SOS website – www.supportpublicbroadcasting.co.za

What process has the Minister outlined and who can we send information to at the Ministry?
The Minster announced on 2 September 2011 that he would be reviewing all broadcasting policy, laws and regulations. He would be embarking on a green paper / white paper process. At the end of this process some laws will be amended and new ones drafted. The review will be focused on all three tiers of broadcasting including public, community and commercial broadcasters. The process will start in 2011 and be completed in 2013. The Minister will be establishing a panel of local and international experts to assist the Department.
Are SOS and R2K happy with this process?

SOS and R2K have stated that they want to ensure maximum public participation in the process. They have called for the establishment of an important national stakeholder forum to lead the process. (Talkshow hosts can refer to the SOS process document – “Proposal for the 2011 – 2013 broadcasting policy review process.”)

Other suggested questions – to be used by talkshow hosts for the phone-in part of the show with members of the community.

What are your favourite programmes on the SABC?

What are your favourite programmes on your community radio stations?

Do you feel involved in the programming decisions at the SABC?

Do you feel involved in the programming decisions in your community station? Would you like to be more involved? How would you like to be involved?

In what ways do you think the programming could be improved at the SABC? And at your community station?

What do you think about the news and current affairs on SABC? Do you trust the news and current affairs on the SABC? On your community radio station? How could things be improved if they need to be improved?

Do you think the SABC is properly run? Do you think your community radio station is well run? What changes if any would you like to see?

Do you think the SABC should be given more public funding? Do you think your community radio stations needs more public funding? Give reasons. How should the SABC be funded? How should your community radio station be funded? 

What would your ideal vision be for the SABC, for your community radio station?

_________________________

Proposed wrap-up (to be read by talkshow host)
Thanks to all of you for participating. We have recorded this programme and we are sending this information directly to SOS, R2K and to the Department of Communications. This is to ensure your comments directly influence the policy review. Also, we would love you to jot down your thoughts and give us feedback as part of a short questionnaire. You can find the questionnaire on your community radio website on…. We will also be sending this questionnaire to SOS, R2K and to the Department. Thanks again to all of you for listening. Do get involved! This is only the start of the process. Viva a strong people-centred SABC viva!!  Viva strong community broadcasters viva!!!
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