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Race is on again for top job at SABC
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THE race for the SABC's top job has intensified amid differences between the public broadcaster's board and the ANC over the candidates for the group CEO's position.

The Sunday Times can reveal that the board wants Tau Morwe, the CEO of the National Ports Authority to be appointed GCEO. But the ruling party is said to favour businessman and former SABC senior manager Joe Mjwara or former Telkom Media chairman Connie Molusi to take over at Auckland Park.

An ANC insider said the party's subcommittee on communications felt that Morwe was not suitable for the job as he had no experience in the media.

This is likely to further delay a permanent appointment, hence the announcement of head of news Phil Molefe as acting GCEO on Friday. Molefe was appointed following the expiry of Rob Nicholson's contract. He had been acting in the position since late last year when Solly Mokoetle stepped down.

The Sunday Times has learnt that Molefe's appointment came after a summersault by the board which had initially decided, on June 24, to extend Nicholson's contract for another six months. But the decision was soon changed, apparently after the ANC's subcommittee objected to the extension.

Communications Minister Roy Padayachie convened a special general meeting with the board on Wednesday, where the SABC's Articles of Association were amended - paving the way for Molefe to act.

A board member told the Sunday Times that Nicholson was unhappy about the non-renewal of his contract, as he was aware of the initial decision to extend it. He is understood to be weighing his options and may sue.

"Rob thought he was still safe ... but the board amended the articles of association, making it possible for senior managers to be able to act in the position," said the board member.

In a statement, the SABC said Molefe would act until a new GCEO was found. It is understood that board member Peter Harris resigned because of his unhappiness with how the Nicholson matter was handled. But his and fellow board member Pippa Green's voices were in the minority as the rest of the board supported the amendments and Molefe's appointment.

SABC spokesman Kaizer Kganyago confirmed that Harris had resigned but said he could not give the reasons.

"He has given us the letter. We are not the appointing officer ... so we will refer it to the president and the minister of communications," he said.

ANC spokesman Keith Khoza denied that the ruling party was involved in the SABC matter.

Padayachie's spokesman Tiyani Rikhotso also denied that the minister's haste to convene a special general meeting was motivated by the ANC's unease with Nicholson continuing.

