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Editorial

As we close the third quarter, we take a moment to reflect on the journey we have travelled as an
organisation. This has been a significant period for the SOS Coalition, marked by our continued
commitment to safeguarding South Africa’s public broadcaster, the South African Broadcasting
Corporation (SABC).

The SABC continues to face serious challenges, including worrying reports of a possible signal
blackout due to outstanding debt owed to Sentech. As an organisation dedicated to ensuring
that millions of South Africans retain access to vital information, SOS remains deeply concerned
about this development. We are, however, hopeful that the appointed service provider, BMIT
Knowledge Group, will develop a viable funding model that will help steer the SABC toward
financial and operational stability.

Throughout this quarter, SOS has continued to advocate tirelessly for a sustainable and
independent SABC. Our efforts have included writing to the Department of Communications and
Digital Technologies (DCDT) to urge the publication of the long-awaited Draft White Paper on
Audio and Audiovisual Content Services, which is essential in providing a policy framework to
guide the future of the SABC. We have also called for the gazetting of the withdrawal of the
SABC Bill, which remains overdue nearly a year after the Minister’s initial withdrawal.

Beyond our domestic advocacy, we continued to engage on the continental stage. Through our
involvement in supporting the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) to
implement Resolution 631, we hosted a webinar with the West African Youth Internet
Governance Forum (IGF), exploring how public service content can be shaped in the digital age.
We also participated at the Forum on Internet Freedom in Africa (FIFAfrica25) where we had a
joint panel discussion and side session aimed at advancing the Resolutions of the ACHPR.

In addition, our public education work on Broadcast Digital Migration (BDM) remains ongoing,
ensuring that communities understand the implications of the analogue switch-off and the
transition to digital broadcasting.

As we look ahead to the final quarter, the SOS Coalition reaffirms its commitment to a public
broadcaster that informs, educates and entertains, thereby empowering all citizens to
meaningfully participate in our democracy. Our work will continue until every South African,
regardless of background or circumstance, has equitable access to information.




Latest activities

SOS Coalition in partnership with West Africa Youth IGF
hosts a webinar on Public Service Content

The SOS Coalition, in partnership with the West Africa

Youth Internet Governance Forum (IGF), hosted a Shaping the Future of
webinar on The Future of Public Service Content Online
Online. The session brought together experts from R voices SRR be hegly
across different countries to explore governance

reforms and strategies needed to promote and
prioritise public service content in the digital space.
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SOS participates in SACOMM'’s 2025 Conference

The SOS Coalition participated in this year’'s South
o= African Communications Association (SACOMM)’s
CurrentS' 2025 Conference under the theme Currents: People,

. Power, and Practice. The theme explored key debates
on media freedom, digital democracy, media
sustainability, the political economy of communication

power & and the influence of participatory media cultures. The
SOS Coalition presented on Resolution 631 which is
focused on assessing the state of public service
content in the digital era and developing guidelines to
e 125 St Camoe ensure a public interest element for all platforms
Ison Mandela Univarsity operating in Africa. Academic engagement is
important in the development of these Guidelines as
scholars bring well researched insights that help
ground the Guidelines and ensure they are evidence-

based.
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SOS in partnership with R2K hosts a follow-up workshop
in Sebokeng

On 13 August 2025, the SOS Coalition, in
collaboration with the Right2Know (R2K)
Campaign conducted a community workshop in
Sebokeng Extension 15. The primary objective of
the session was to assist community members
with registrations for the government-sponsored
Set-Top Boxes (STBs) as part of efforts to
support the transition from analogue to digital
broadcasting.

The workshop achieved a strong turnout, with
over 70 residents successfully assisted. This
encouraging level of participation underscores
both the high demand for STBs and the
importance of community-based interventions in
promoting awareness of the analogue switch-off
process.

Follow-up workshop in Sebokeng

Media20 Summit

The SOS Coalition attended the M20 Summit, which

focused on the critical role of media and journalism in

promoting information integrity as a foundation for ‘

human rights, good governance, international MEDIA IESRITY
cooperation, and public trust, all essential for sustainable :
social and economic development. This aligns closely
with SOS’'s ongoing work to safeguard public service
media in South Africa, ensuring that accurate, credible
and independent information remains accessible to all,
through the SABC.

Media20 summit




SOS Coalition participates in a roundtable dlscussmn on the
Draft White Paper 2

On 21 and 22 August 2025, the SOS Coalition, along
with other industry stakeholders, participated in a
roundtable discussion on the Draft White Paper on
Audio and Audiovisual Media Services and Online
Content Safety, hosted by Media Monitoring Africa
(MMA) at MultiChoice. The event featured robust
discussions about key provisions in the Draft White
Paper and their implications for the future of South
Africa’'s media and broadcasting landscape. The
deliberations focused on aligning the policy with the
evolving digital environment and ensuring that it serves
the public interest while fostering a fair, accountable,
and inclusive media ecosystem.

Consultative meeting with the DCDT

On 15 September 2025, the SOS Coalition, along with MMA

attended a consultative meeting with the DCDT on the Draft & B ) communications

White Paper. The Department presented the Draft White %f& digital technologies
Paper and provided clarity on ambiguous provisions to " =5, || Depariment:
ensure that the stakeholders had the necessary clarity as "’5 i Bl
they prepared to submit their formal input on 26 September.

The engagement allowed SOS to emphasize the need for a

coherent and substantive policy framework that addresses

the structural and regulatory challenges facing the public

broadcaster.
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Despite SOS's view that the current Draft White Paper does not constitute a substantive third draft,
we highly appreciate the Department’s initiative to engage with us and other stakeholders. This
reflects a genuine willingness to collaborate and demonstrates that the perspectives of
stakeholders are valued in shaping the future policy framework. We encourage the Department to
fully consider and incorporate stakeholders’ input in the final version of the Draft White Paper.




SOS Coalition participates at FIFAfrica25

The SOS Coalition participated at the Forum on

Internet Freedom in Africa (FIFAfrica25) held in

Windhoek, Namibia, on 24-26 September. The

forum was hosted by the Collaboration on

International ICT Policy in East and Southern

foan— Africa (CIPESA) and brought together a diverse
Intemet Ff&ﬂd(l = = group of experts across the continent.

distribution and

¢ I Africa 2025 accesibity on
attorms beyond . . . . . .
i avatniR +  SOS took part in a joint panel discussion with
— MMA, the African Alliance on Access to Data
(AAAD) and UNESCO. This panel was a
consultative session on the ACHPR Resolutions
620 (on access to data), 630 (platform
accountability) and 631 (public service content).
These Resolutions seek to develop guidelines
that serve as digital instruments to advance

information integrity in Africa.

SOS National Coordinator presenting at FIFAfrica2025

SOS also co-hosted a side session with MMA dedicated to Resolutions 630 and 631. The interactive
workshop format divided participants into groups, ensuring that a wide range of continental
perspectives and experiences were meaningfully considered in the discussion.

Reflecting on her experience, Uyanda Siyotula said that “these sessions were invaluable, grounding the
Resolutions in real experiences and ensuring that the guidelines are responsive to diverse African
realities”.

Upcoming activities

The SOS Coalition had the honour of hosting its Annual
Public Service Media Symposium on 3 October. The
symposium created a platform for critical discussions
on the sustainability of the SABC, the implications of
Canal+'s acquisition of MultiChoice, the SABC’'s 75th
anniversary, and the ACHPR Resolutions 630 and 631.
Stay tuned for the next volume of our newsletter for
more insights and highlights from the symposium.

ANNUAL PUBLIC SERVICE
MEDIA SYMPOSIUM




Latest press statements
and Articles

SABC Bill withdrawal crisis and South Africa’s public broadcasting future

Civil Society Organisations Call for the Publication of the Draft White Paper

Civil society organisations call for the gazetting of the SABC Bill withdrawal
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https://soscoalition.org.za/sabc-bill-withdrawal-crisis-and-south-africas-public-broadcasting-future/
https://soscoalition.org.za/civil-society-organisations-call-for-the-publication-of-the-draft-white-paper/
https://soscoalition.org.za/civil-society-organisations-call-for-the-gazetting-of-the-sabc-bill-withdrawal/

